Four cases of legionnaires' disease have recently been reported in one Norwegian, one Finn and two people from Sweden. These patients were all among guests staying at a hotel in Patong Beach, Phuket, Thailand since 20 November 2006. The patients became ill between 6-9 December and on 26 December 2006. Three cases are in men (aged 24 -66) and one is in a woman (aged 51). None of the cases has been fatal. Legionnaires' disease (or legionellosis) is a bacterial infection which presents as an atypical form of pneumonia, treatable with antibiotics. Person to person transmission of the infection has never been demonstrated. Incubation time is normally 2-10 days. Symptoms include fever, chills, headache and muscle pain followed by a dry cough and breathing difficulties associated with the pneumonia.
